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FOR UNDER SECRETARY HABIB AND ASSISTANT SECRETARY VEST: 

NSC FOR DR. BRZEZINSKI 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, IT 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE YALE INVITATION TO BERLINGUER 
REF: ROME 20223 

EMBOFF RECIPIENT OF LAPALOMBARA LETTER SPOKE TO HIM 
DECEMBER 9 TO OUTLINE ON STRICTLY PERSONAL BASIS POSITION 
EXPRESSED PARA 2 REFTEL. EMBOFF SAID THAT BERLINGUER 
INVITATION WAS DECISION FOR YALE TO TAKE; SINCE LAPALOMBARA 
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HAD ASKED, HOWEVER, EMBOFF HAD TO SAY THAT GIVEN DIFFICULT 
ITALIAN POLITICAL SITUATION ONLY POSSIBLE IMPACT WOULD 
BE NEGATIVE AND, IN EMBOFF'S PERSONAL VIEW, NOT IN NATIONAL 
INTEREST. LAPALOMBARA SAID HE WAS GRATEFUL FOR CLARITY OF 
STATEMENT AND EXPRESSED OPINION THAT THIS WAS VIEW HE 
EXPECTED AND HOPED TO HEAR. HE FELT THAT WHOLE IDEA SHOULD 
BE NIPPED IN THE BUD AND SAID HE WOULD TRY HIS BEST TO DO SO. 
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HE NOTED THAT HE HAD BEEN APPALLED BY THE APPROACH OF 
US ACADEMICS AND PRESS TO CARRILLO DURING HIS VISIT. 

RECOGNIZING THE VAST DIFFERENCES IN PROXIMITY TO POWER 
AND IDEOLOGICAL ICONOCLASM BETWEEN TWO LEADERS, HE 
FEARED THAT RESPONSE TO ITALIAN LEADER WOULD BE EVEN 
MORE VELVET-GLOVED. LAPALOMBARA WILL CONSULT WITH 
WASHINGTON ON THIS MATTER. BUT SENSE OF EMBOFF IS THAT 
LAPALOMBARA, PERHAPS IN CONFLICT WITH NUMBER HIS YALE 
COLLEAGUES, BELIEVES IDEA OF BERLINGUER VISIT SHOULD 
BE DROPPED.GARDENER 

UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER 
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